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EXECUTIVE REPORT 


Meetings: 
The Executive met on 4th August and 21st September, 1981. 


Membership: 


Since the last report, 1l members have been elected and 
2 members have resigned. Total membership now stands at 60/. 
The geographical distribution is as follows: 


Qld. 146 S.A. 54 P.N.G. 16 
N.S.W. 122 W.A. 31 Overseas 47 

A. CIP. 91 Tas. 22 (excluding P.N.G.) 
Vic. 83 N.T. 7 


New Members: 


We extend a warm welcome to the following members: 


Elected 4th August, 1981 


- Mr. Alan L. Bishop, H.R.S., P.O. Box 720, Gosford, New South 
Wales, 2250. Mr. Bishop is a Research Scientist with the 
Lucerne Research Group at Gosford. Alan's previous 
experience has been with the University of Queensland and 
the Cotton Research Unit. He is interested in ecology 
and pest management. 


- Dr. Penelope M. Ives, C.S.1.R.0., Cotton Research Unit, 
P.O. Box 59, Narrabri, New South Wales, 2390. Dr. Ives 
is an Entomologist (Insect Ecology) with the Cotton 
Research Unit in Narrabri. Although interested in insect 
ecology in general, she is particularly interested in 
biological control, integrated pest management, predator- 
prey interactions, and insect-host plant interactions. 


- Ms. Mandy Kotzman, Zoology Department, Monash University, 
Clayton, Victoria, 3168. Ms. Kotzman is presently a Ph.D. 
student interested in spiders of the family Therophosidae, 
including their biology, taxonomy sensory perception and 
distribution. 
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- Mr. Bryan E. Roberts, 38 Mountfield Road, Kilsyth, Victoria, 
3137. Mr. Roberts is a student at Monash University. 


- Dr. Malcolm J. Smart, 2 Halse Place, Karrinyup, Western 
Australia, 6018. Dr. Smart is the Chief Petroleum 
Engineer for Woodside Offshore Petroleum. He has a long 
term interest (some 20 years) in Diptera Brachycera, 
having collected in England, Netherlands, Brunei, U.S.A., 
Nigeria. 


- Mrs. Alice Wells, Zoology Department, University of Adelaide, 
Adelaide. Mrs. Wells is a Senior Tutor in the Department. 
She has published important papers on the Australian 
Trichoptera, especially the family Hydioptilidae. 


Elected 21st September, 1981 


- Mr. David Dowling, P.O. Box 59, Narrabri, New South Wales, 
2390. Mr. Dowling is a Technical Officer with the 
New South Wales Department of Agriculture. 


- Miss Constance S. Lewis, Darwin Community College, Biology 
Department, P.O. Box 40146, Casuarina, Northern Territory, 
5/92. Miss Lewis lectures Entomology as part of an 
Environmental Biology Certificate course. 


- Mr. D. Papacek, 28 Orton Street, Mundubbera, Queensland, 4626. 
Mr. Papacek is developing a working pest management 
programme in citrus in the Mundubbera-Gayndah district in 
conjunction with the D.P.I. 


- Mr. Bruce A. Pyke, Entomology Department, University of 
Queensland, St. Lucia, Queensland, 4067. Mr. Pyke is 
currently an entomologist with the Cotton Marketing Board. 


- Dr. Anthony W. Sweeney, Malaria Research Unit, RAAMC,, 
Ingleburn, New South Wales, 2174. Dr. Sweeney's research 
area includes studies of the bionomics, genetics, ecology 
of malaria vectors and the biological control of vectors 
with particular reference to mosquito pathogenic fungi. 
He has had considerable experience in P.N.G. and for the 
last 11 years has been an entomologist with the Malaria 
Research Unit. 
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Resignations: 


It is with regret that the Executive accepts the resignation 
of the following members: 


Mr. P. Walters and Mr. M. Julien 


Change of Address: 


Mr. K.P. Bodnaruk, C.S.1I.R.0O., Division of Plant Industry, 
Cotton Research Unit, P.O. Box 59, Narrabri, New South 
Wales, 2390 (N.S.W.) 


Dr. A.V. Spain, C.S.1I.R.O. (Davies Laboratories), University 
Road, Douglas, Townsville, Queensland, 4811 (Qld.) 


Mr. A.D. Bishop, The Australian Museum, College Street, 
Sydney, New South Wales, 2000 (N.S.W.) 


Dr. M.F.C. Day, 12 Melbourne Avenue, Deakin, A.C.T., 2600 
(A.C.T.) 


Mr. P. Ferrar, 8 Greeson Place, Curtin, A.C.T., 2605 (A.C.T.) 
Ms. E.M. Shelton, MS 182, Laidley, Queensland, 4341 (Qld.) 


Dr. A. Smith, Department of Ecosystem Management, University 
of New England, Armidale, New South Wales, 2351 (Vic.) 


13th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
6th - 9th May, 1982 


The 13th Annual General Meeting of the Australian 
Entomological Society will be held in Canberra in May, 1982. 
The conference venue will be the Australian National University, 
which is adjacent to the C.S.1.R.0. Division of Entomology. 
Accommodation will be available in Barton Hall, one of the 
University Colleges. The Conference is scheduled for a 3 day 
period immediately prior to the 1982 ANZAAS Conference in 
Sydney commencing 10th May. 
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The programme will commence with a welcoming evening 
meal and refreshments on Thursday night (6th) at the Division 
of Entomology. The new ANIC Taxonomy wing will be open for 
inspection on that night and the workers therein available 
for consultation. Friday will be devoted to a symposium 
entitled "Two Centuries of Australian Taxonomy" followed by 
the Official opening of the Taxonomy wing. Saturday and 
Sunday will be devoted to five or six scientific sessions 
revolving around the themes of Biological Control and 
Genetics as well as contributed papers on other topics. The 
Annual General Meeting will be on Saturday afternoon 
followed by a Presidential Address by Prof. D. Kettle and 
afterwards by the Society Dinner. Space will be made 
available for entomological displays. 


The organising committee estimate that total costs for 
the Conference, exclusive of travel, but including 3 nights 
accommodation on a single room basis, all meals, Society 
Dinner and Registration will be about $120. Full details 
of the programme and costs are included on the leaflet 
enclosed with this News Bulletin which also includes forms 
for enrolling delegates, contributed papers and displays. 


A.C.T. members join in inviting their interstate 
colleagues to this 13th AGM which we hope will provide 
interesting listening, stimulating discussion and convivial 
gatherings. 


TRIBUTE TO DOUG WATERHOUSE 


Read at the Dinner of the Division of Entomology, 
C.S.1I.R.O. on 19th August, 1981 


On behalf of the Council and Members of the Australian 
Entomological Society it is my pleasure to pay tribute to the 
contribution which Doug Waterhouse has made to the development 
and status of entomology in Australia. This Society will 
always be grateful to Doug for his role in getting the 
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Fourteenth International Congress of Entomology in Australia 
in 1972, where he played a triple role as President of the 
Australian Entomological Society, Chairman of the Organising 
Committee of the Congress and President of the Congress itself. 


All entomologists must owe Doug a debt for his active 
support of that comprehensive Reference book "The Insects of 
Australia". It is the constant companion of all who teach 
entomology in Australia, at whatever level. 


Doug also initiated the "Australian Applied Entomological 
Research Conferences" which brought together entomologists in 
C.S.1.R.0., State Departments of Agriculture or Primary 
Industries and those in Universities and Colleges of Advanced 
Education. They helped to creat a true community of 
entomologists. 


Naturally not all Doug's initiatives and decisions have 
received universal acclamation. But when Homer nods it merely 
emphasises his humanity. Better a fallible but creative Homer 
than somnolence at the top. 


Not the least of Doug's achievements has been the status 
accorded entomology in the scientific agreements with the 
U.S.S.R. and China. It is a high honour for entomology to be 
named among the select group of branches of science in an 
international exchange. The success of exchanges with the 
U.S.S.R. and China depended on Doug's personal qualities of 
leadership and meticulous preparation so that the matters 
under consideration were always in hand. 


I was privileged to be a member of the entomological team 
in Moscow and had nothing but admiration for Doug's performance. 


I am grateful to the organisers for allowing me the 
opportunity to express publicly my admiration of Doug Waterhouse. 


Doug Kettle 
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NOTHOASTEIA REDISCOVERED: 


Bryant Cantrell (Qld. Department of Primary Industries) 
has rediscovered this long-lost dipterous oddity and sent me 
the specimen for confirmation of identity and for deposition 
in the Australian Museum. The original imperfect and only 
specimen of Nothoasteta platycephala Malloch (1936) from 
Brisbane arrived back at Sydney University from U.S.A. in 
fragments many years ago. I have recently urged Brisbane 
people to watch for this insect, particularly as its family 
position was doubtful. Now Bryan has come up with a specimen 
from near Dwellingup, Western Australia. This is evidently 
a second species of the genus, differing particularly from 
Malloch's figure in having a closed discal cell of the wing. 
After a preliminary examination, I have reached the tentative 
conclusion that it belongs in the upside-down fly family, 
Neurochaetidae (see McAlpine 1978 for definition). 


D.K. McAlpine, 
Australian Museum, Sydney 


References 


McAlpine, D.K. (1978) Description and biology of a new 
genus of flies representing a new family (Diptera, 
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ENTOMOLOGICAL NEWS AROUND AUSTRALIA 


QUEENSLAND: 
University of Queensland, Department of Entomology 


Two new post-graduates have commenced studies in the 
Department. Les Robinson, from the Ruakura Agricultural 
Research Station, Hamilton, New Zealand, has enrolled for a 
Ph.D. and will study the soldier fly, Inopus rubriceps, 
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which is a pest of sugar cane in Queensland and of pastures 
in New Zealand. Michael Harbison, a graduate of Queensland, 
has commenced an Honours course for which the research 
component will involve evaluation of mixed function oxidase 
activity in the cattle tick, Boophilus microplus. 


Peter Blood has resigned his lectureship in the 
Department and is replaced on a temporary, full-time basis 
until the end of the year by Meron Zaluchi. 


Sk. Md. Shansul Huda, from Bangladesh, has arrived in the 
Department for nine months under an International Atomic 
Energy Agency Training Fellowship. He will use the Department's 
cobalt source to study radiation sterilization of sheep 
blowfly, Luerlta cuprtina. 


M.Sc. theses have been submitted by three students in 
recent weeks. These were by John Hargreaves, on effects of 
Queensland fruit fly on passion fruit, by Marleen Harris, on 
immature stages of biting midges, and by Ken Walker, on 
taxonomic studies on halictine bees. 


Entomology Branch, Department of Primary Industries 


Dick Drew visited Sydney in late July to give a seminar 
on "Fruit flies in the tropics - their biogeography and ecology" 
to the School of Biological Sciences at the University of 
Sydney. He also visited the C.S.1I.R.O. Biological Control Unit 
at Warrawee where fellow fruit fly-ologist, Alan Bateman, is 
in charge. Dick is looking forward to the imminent return 
from Indonesia of John Turner who has been travelling 
extensively there collecting fruit flies. 


Congratulations to Bryan Cantrell who has been awarded a 
Churchill Fellowship to enable him to spend 12 weeks in England 
next May-July to study types and other collections of 
Tachinidae. He expects to also visit museums in France and 
Germany while there. This will also give him the valuable 
opportunity of working with Roger Crosskey, a prominent 
specialist in the Tachinidae at the British Museum. 
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Eric Sinclair visited Griffith in New South Wales in | 
mid-July to observe the Trogoderma vartabtle eradication 
programme there. This beetle poses a severe threat to the 
overseas Australian grain market and the experience Eric 
gained will be of great value should the species be 
accidentally spread to Queensland. 


Alan Fletcher Research Station, Lands Department 


A sad note was the death of former Director, Alan P. Dodd, 
who passed away at his home a few blocks from the Station in 
July at the age of 85. The son of F.P. Dodd, the "Butterfly 
Man" of Kuranda, Allan first became interested in the taxonomy 
of proctotrupoid microhymenoptera and produced his first 
papers on them at the age of 17. But he is best known for 
his later involvement as a leader of the successful programme 
to control prickly pear by the introduction of natural enemies. 
A more detailed account of his life is given by present 
Director, Bill Haseler, in the July issue (Vol. 9, No. 5) of 
the News Bulletin of the Entomological Society of Queensland. 


Returning from his trip to Pakistan, Brian Willson reports 
that the Commonwealth Institute of Biological Control there 
are working with some promising pests of the prickly acacia, 
Acacia ntlottea, particularly bruchid beetles. It is hoped 
that some of these may become available in Australia soon. 


New members of the team of temporary staff who keep the 
cogs of the Station's mass rearing programme turning are recent 
graduates from the University of Queensland, Marie Ablin and 
Sandra Williams. 


Queensland Museum 


Denis Brothers, visiting Australia from the University of 
Natal to study mutillid wasps, visited the Museum for a few 
days in early July towards the end of a round Australia 
collecting trip. This gave him another opportunity to talk 
mutillids with Ted Dahms but the main reason for his stopover 
in Brisbane was the slight mechanical problem of replacing the 
motor in his tired VW Kombi van which had not weathered the 
long trip as well as its driver. 
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Ed Callan, from Canberra, visited the Museum on the way 
to and from Cairns in July, for the purpose of looking at 
the wasp collection and borrowing material of the rhipiphorid 
beetle genus Macrostagon. Ed's interest in Macrostagon 
arises from their parasitism of nests of mud wasps. 


David Lee, acarologist from the South Australian Museun, 
spent a few days at the Museum in early August during a 
month-long visit to Brisbane in connection with his Ph.D. 
enrolment at the University of Queensland, Department of 
Zoology. 


David Rentz called in on 10th August while in Brisbane 
to address the Entomological Society of Queensland on "Recent 
Orthoptera Discoveries in Australia". 


Geoff Monteith and Doug Cook spent three weeks in North 
Queensland during September as part of Geoff's ARGC-funded 
project on relict, montane insect faunas in the region. Part 
of their stay will be based at Allan Walford-Huggins’ new 
quarters at Julatten. From there a key part of the work 
will be a 3-4 day stay on the summit of Thornton Peak, a high, 
isolated granite massif north of Mossman. This will be 
accomplished in the upward direction by helicopter and in 
the downward direction by gravity assisted feet. 


A private visit to Iron Range the easy way was accomplished 
by several staff of the Museum during the last week of 
August. By hiring an aircraft and borrowing a tame pilot the 
group of six made it there in 71/2 hours flying time and for 
less than half the rate of commercial airfares. Among them 
was Rudy Kohout who made exciting discoveries there in his 
ant genus Polyrhachts. The party found butterfly collector, 
Graham Wood, in residence in Cook's Hut. 


C.S.I.R.O., Long Pocket Laboratories 


Staff look forward to the return of Keith Binnington at 
the end of October. Keith has been at Cambridge where he has 
undertaken a doctorate under Nancy Lane on ultrastructural 
and physiological studies of the central nervous system and 
associated structures of ticks. His thesis has now been 
presented and, after final exams, he returns home via visits 
to laboratories in France, Switzerland, Kenya and South Africa. 
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Queensland Institute of Medical Research 


Congratulations to Pat Marks who has won the prestigious 
Australian Natural History Medallion awarded annually after 
Australia-wide selection by the Field Naturalists Club of 
Victoria. The medallion is expected to be awarded at the 
November meeting of the Club in Melbourne. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 


Professor Robin Thorpe from the University of California 
visited Western Australia between 7th and 15th October. He 
works on pollination of Onagracaeae, Almonds and Lucernes 
and is interested in bees. While here he presented a 
seminar on pollination of Onagracaeae. 


Other recent visitors to the W.A. Museum include Ian Gauld 
from the Commonwealth Institute of Entomology and Geoff 
Holloway from the Australian Museum who looked at the 
Ichneumonidae and Braconidae collections; Dr. Henry Howden 
and his wife Anne, from Carlton University, Ottawa, Canada 
who examined the museum's Geotrupidae; and David Rentz and 
Andrew Calder from the C.S.I.R.0. Division of Entomology in 
Canberra who studied the Orthoptera and Coleoptera collections 
respectively. Ian Naumann and Jo Cardale also from C.S.I.R.O. 
Division of Entomology, Canberra, visited briefly in late 
September. 


John Dearn, Department of Genetics, University of 
Melbourne visited Perth on his return from the U.K. While 
here, he visited geneticists at the Department of Zoology, 
U.W.A. and Stuart Bradley of Murdoch University where he held 
discussions in grasshopper genetics. Suzanne Stanley 
accompanied John and also visited the south-west area to 
collect Drosophila sp. on behalf of the LaTrobe group. 


Dr. Darryl Gwynne, who held a post-doctoral fellowship 
from the University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, is now in the 
Zoology Department of U.W.A. for two years as a Q.E.II Fellow 
and working with Win Bailey. He is studying sexual selection 
in bush crickets and katydids (Orthoptera : Tettigoniidae). 
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Congratulations to Dennis Thiele who has been awarded 
his Ph.D. on spacing mechanisms in Tettigoniidae. Dennis 
is now studying flea beetles (Chrysomelidae : Halticinae) 
with C.S.1I.R.O. Division of Entomology in Canberra. 


Dr. L. Kelsey from U.S.A. visited Western Australia in 
September/October and collected Conopidae in the Kalbarri 
District. 


Les Readshaw from C.S.1.R.0O. Division of Entomology, 
Canberra and Zen Mazanec from C.S.I1.R.0O. Floreat Park, last 
week visited the Manjimup district to collect specimens of 
Jarrah Leaf Miner. 


Dick Hart, co-ordinator of Sheep Blowfly Studies with 
the Australian Wool Corporation, visited Nick Monzu, 
Sue Sutherland and Steve Gherardi of the Blowfly Research 
Branch in connection with one of their current projects for 
the Corporation. 


The September issue of the Journal of Agriculture is 
entirely devoted to Biological Control in Western Australia 
and details past, present and future attempts. As well as 
reports from entomologists of the Department of Agriculture, 
there are also inputs from officers of C.S.I.R.0O. 


A.A. Postle 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA: 


The Screw Worm Fly Unit has recently been visited by a 
large delegation of veterinarians representing D.P.I. of 
New South Wales and Queensland and the Australian Bureau of 
Animal Health. Topics of discussion included progress in 
the rearing of screw worm fly and further development of a 
model eradication programme. Phil Spradbery also reports 
that a preliminary ground release trial of sterile males was 
successful with 25% sterility being achieved in the native 
population. Evaluation of a venturi system for the release 
of chilled flies from aircraft has also been done recently 
and the unit is presently testing a new product, Ivermectin, 
the subcutaneous injection of which is giving promising 
results as a systemic control for screw worm fly. 
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Mike Parsons reports from Bulolo that, together with 
Mike Morris from the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology in 
Wareham, Dorset, and John Ismay from D.P.I., he will be going 
on a trip to Tabar Island and the Lelet Plateau to promote 
insect farming and to do some general collecting. Mike Morris 
is funded by a Churchill Fellowship Foundation Grant and is 
presently visiting Papua New Guinea to gather information on 
the Insect Farming and Trading Project for other developing 
countries. Also visiting the agency is Robert Gooden, the 
director of Worldwide Butterflies Ltd., Dorset, and his wife 
Rosemary. His visit is funded by the E.E.C. to research the 
marketing side of the project and to develop broader aspects 
of marketing for Papua New Guinea insects. 


From D.P.I. we have the news that during late June - 
early July, Brian Thistleton and Jan Greve accompanied a plant 
pathologist to the Hotmin and Telefomin areas of the East and 
West Sepik Provinces to investigate the possible role of 
insects in the spread of disease among taro in the gardens 
of the region. In late August - early September the 
entomologists of D.P.I. gathered at the Wau Ecology Institute 
for their annual discussions on the entomological problems 
within Papua New Guinea and possible solutions; the main 
theme this year was biological control. The organiser, 

John Sutherland, invited the entomologists from all the other 
institutions and those who attended included Lin Gressitt, 
Mike Parsons and Elaine Brough. 


Less encouraging news is that Stuart Smith "goes finish" 
in early December after more than 10 years here during which 
time he has made a substantial contribution to the knowledge 
of tree crop pests, particularly those of cocoa. He has 
accepted the position of entomologist for C.S.I.R.0. Division 
of Tropical Crops and Pastures and will be based in Kununurra 
where he will work on grain legumes. His knowledge of Papua 
New Guinea entomology together with his willingness to assist 
other entomologists and to train those newly recruited, will 
be greatly missed. 


Elaine Brough 
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY: 
C.S.1.R.0., Division of Entomology 


The Stored Grain Research Laboratory hosted a training 
course in grain storage from 24th August to 30th October for 
a group of 21 participants from various Asian countries. 
After an intensive series of lectures in Canberra, the group 
was taken on a tour through the eastern states visiting 
grain handling installations and research laboratories. The 
course was held by arrangement with the Australian 
Development Assistance Bureau. 


For what were joint C.S.I.R.0. and Zoology Department 
A.N.U. projects, the following higher degrees were conferred 
in September: (a) an M.Sc. to Miklos Toth for a thesis 
entitled "The Role of Pheromones in sexual communication in 
the potato tuberworm moth, Phthorimaea operculella (Zell.) 
(Lepidoptera : Gelechiidae)". Supervisors were Dr. G. 
Rothschild and Dr. J.R.T. Short; (b) a Ph.D. to Peter Samson 
for a thesis entitled "Measuring crop losses caused by 
insects: A systems study of the effect of Pieris rapae on 
cabbage". Supervisors were Dr. P. Geier and Dr. J.R.T. Short. 


Doug Waterhouse retired as Chief of the Division on 
3lst August after 44 years service with C.S.1I.R.0. Divisional 
farewells took place on 19th and 28th August to launch him on 
to the seas of retirement. He will be remembered as one of the 
most outstanding and eminent Chiefs in the Organisation's 
history. Max Whitten took up his appointment as the new Chief 
on /th September and Phil Carne has been reappointed as 
Assistant Chief. 


Jim Desmarchelier has recently joined the Institut fur 
Vovratsschutz, Berlin for a 12 month stay under a Humbolt 
Fellowship, after taking a compulsory course in written and 
spoken German and passing with distinction. 
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Closer to home, the insect migration group moved to 
Yorke Peninsula in South Australia in September for 3 weeks 
to study the spring migration of army worm moths and lucerne 
aphids across Spencers Gulf. The taxonomists invaded the 
west with a vengeance in September with Dave Rentz, Andrew 
Calder, Ian Naumann and Jo Cardale spending a month in the 
south-west of W.A. collecting Orthoptera, Curculionids, and 
Hymenoptera. In early November, Tom Weir and Andrew Calder 
spent 10 days in the Barrington Tops area collecting beetles 
of all kinds. 


Recent long term visitors to the Division included 
Dr. Sarah (Sally) Corbet, Department of Applied Biology, 
University of Cambridge who spent a month here in September- 
October working with the Biological Control of Weeds group 
and teaching them about Eehiwm nectar and the interaction 
with bees. Mr. Ian Gauld of the Commonwealth Institute of 
Entomology, London is here for 3 months until mid December to 
study the taxonomy of the Australian Ichneumonidae. 


Short term visitors to the division included: Fred 
McDonald (Department of Plant Pathology and Agricultural 
Entomology, University of Sydney) who brought a group of his 
final year students to see the inner workings of the division; 
Tom Campbell (former Curator of Hemiptera, A.N.I.C.) to inspect 
the new A.N.I.C. wing; Keith Taylor (recently retired 
C.S.I.R.O., Hobart) to look at Psylltdae; George and Jennifer 
Ettershank (Monash University) to discuss ant behaviour; 
Judith King (Entomology Department, University of Queensland) 
to study the A.N.I.C. holdings of the bee family Megachilidae; 
Tim New (LaTrobe University) to look at Neuroptera; Harry 
Uther-Baker (Applecross, Western Australia) to look at the 
A.N.I.C. weevil collection; and Graham Brown (N.S.W. 
Department of Agriculture, Rydalmere) to look at Hymenoptera. 


To add to the collections of weevils from all the other 
major museums on loan to the A.N.I.C., Murray Upton recently 
completed the successful transfer of the weevils from the 
National Museum of Victoria to the A.N.I.C. This means that 
now the A.N.I.C. is home, albeit temporarily, for virtually 
all the weevil material in Australia and with two active 
workers in the group, this would appear to be the logical 
place for it. 
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A recent resignation from the division is Dr. John Winder 
of the Biological Control Unit, Curitiba, Brazil. He had 
been on the staff for eight years and during that time has 
made major contributions to the division's biological control 
of weeds program. He will be joining a private company in 
Brazil. 


George Bornemissza was one of only two Australians to 
receive 1981 Rolex Awards for Enterprise recently. George 
received an honourable mention plus a Rolex Oyster watch for 
his research on dung beetles. 


Dr. Barry Richardson, Assistant Director (Fauna), Bureau 
of Flora and Fauna addressed the taxonomy group recently and 
shed some interesting light on the internal workings of that 
group. 


Tom Weir 
Johnathan Banks 


NEW SOUTH WALES: 


B. & C.R.I., Rydalmere 


Andrew Beattie visited the People's Republic of China from 
22nd May - 2lst June as a member of an Australian Development 
Assistance Bureau team evaluating the feasibility of 
Australian technical assistance to China in establishing a 
demonstration citrus farm in Lingling District, Hunan Province. 


Dr. Huang Ming-dae, Associate Scientist, Guangdong 
Entomological Institute, Guangz Lou, Guangdong Province, 
China commenced a three month visit to Rydalmere on 29th June. 
During his visit he studied predatory mites (Phytoseiidae) and 
citrus red scale. 


Prof. J.A. McMurtry from University of California, 
Riverside visited Rydalmere for a month in June-July and worked 
with Eberhardt Schicha on the identification and description 
of Phytoseiid mites collected on a previous trip to Australia. 
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Royce Holthamp was appointed as an entomologist at 
Rydalmere in August and will work on insect pest problems 
associated with lucerne, particularly aphids. 


The XI International Scientific Congress on the cultivation 
of Edible Fungi was held in Sydney from 14th - 19th August. 
Alan Clift presented papers on various aspects of mushroom 
entomology and was actively involved in the organisation and 
presentation of the Congress. 


Country Centres 


Robin Gunning visited Toowoomba in October to discuss a 
co-operative programme on sorghum midge with Bernie Franzmann 
and Frank Page. 


Orange entomologists Col Bower and Graham Thwaite have 
been co-operating with staff from Sydney's universities during 
recent months. At the request of Jenny Anderson from the 
University of New South Wales, a lucerne paddock at Orange 
is being regularly sampled for ladybirds and the catch forwarded 
to Sydney. One of Dinah Hales’ students from Macquarie 
University, Rosemary Friend, has carried out a project on 
European red mite under the direction of Col Bower. Graham 
and Col lectured to Agricultural Entomology students at Sydney 
University in October on their continuing work with pome fruit 
pests. 


Angus Wilson attended a Workshop on Heliothis at the 
ICRISAT headquarters in Hyderabad, India in November. 


SIRATAC Ltd. was publicly launched at Narrabri in mid | 
October. This company was floated to organise and market the 
commercial aspects of the SIRATAC cotton pest management 
programme devised by officers of C.S.I.R.O. and the New South 
Wales Department of Agriculture. The Federal Minister for 
Science, Mr. Thomson, the Chairman of C.S.1I.R.0., Dr. P. Wild, 
and other members of the executive of C.S.1I.R.0. and the State 
Department attended the launching. 
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I.C.1. held a technical seminar at Narrabri in early 
November, to discuss that Company's products for use in 
cotton and summer crops. Entomologists from Narrabri and 
Tamworth attended, with the highlight of the day being 
Robin Gunning's winning a bottle of Scotch in the Melbourne 
Cup sweep. 


John Rand from Wollongbar Research Station had discussions 
with Mr. Li, a tropical fruit extension horticulturist from 
China. Mr. Li is stationed at the Alstonville Tropical Fruit 
Research Station for a 6-month exchange visit. His particular 
entomological interest is pest control in litchis. 


Harry Mackenzie has taken up the position of Technical 
Officer in the lucerne pest management programme at Narara 
Research Station, near Gosford. Harry was working as a casual 
assistant on oriental fruit moth with Ed Jones and Neil 
Treverrow at Yanco before taking up this permanent position. 


Neil McClaren has left his position as research and 
development office for I.C.I. in northern New South Wales to 
take up a position in sales administration with the same 
Company in Sydney. 


Paul Deighton has resigned from his position as technical 
officer on wingless grasshoppers at Armidale. 


Dr. D. Heyns, from South Africa, visited the Tamworth 
Agricultural Research Centre to discuss biological control of 
tiger pear with John Hosking. South Africa has a similar 
tiger pear problem as Australia. 


Neil Forrester 
Don Smith 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 

south Australian Museum 


The following people visited the South Australian Museum 
during October: Frank Milledge (U.K.) Spiders, Graham Milledge 
(Nat. Mus. Vic.) Mantids, Edward Martin (Dept. of Mines, Hobart) 
Lepidoptera. 
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The most important recent event affecting the Entomology 
section and the museum generally is the official release of 
the final Edward's Museum Redevelopment Plan. The scheme 
includes a much-needed upgrading of buildings, facilities and 
exhibits together with restoration of the historical buildings 
on the North Terrace site which will result in a very 
attractive complex. Particular emphasis is being given to 
the anthropological and archaeological sections and to a new 
Historical Section. However, one disturbing aspect of the 
report is that the emphasis on the above sections seems to 
be at the expense of the Natural Science sections and that 
research seems to play a small part in the future activities 
of the museum. In all Natural Science sections the 
recommendation is for no growth inspite of increased public 
demand and in some cases there will be reduced space and 
reduced staff in the new museum. This applies to the Entomology 
section where it seems there could be a 50% cut in staff. 


Department of Agriculture 


Robin Thorpe, Derek Maelzer and Dudley Pinnock visited 
the Northfield Research Laboratories on 16th October to inspect 
the lucerne breeding and entomological projects. 


Dennis Hopkins presented a talk entitled "Insect Control 
in Medics" at the Roseworthy Agricultural College on 17th 
September as part of a seminar on the "Medic Crises in Cereal 
Livestock Farming". 


Local Meeting 


South Australian members met at the Waite Institute on 
30th July. The guest speaker, Prof. Robin Thorpe, gave a very 
interesting and well illustrated talk entitled "The life history 
and natural enemies of leaf cutter bees". Robin is a visiting 
American scientist currently working with Dudley Pinnock at 
the Waite Institute. At the conclusion of the meeting, members 
dined out at a local hotel. 
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Department of Entomology, Waite Institute 
Postgraduate Students 


Ph.D. degrees have been awarded to Mr. P.E. Coombe 
(thesis: "Visual behaviour of the whitefly Trialeurodes 
vaporartorum (Westwood)"), Mr. M.S. Awan (thesis: "Predation 
by three hemipterans on the native budworm Heltothts punctiger 
Wallengren") and Mr. S. Mlambo (thesis: "Field and 
laboratory studies on population dynamics and dispersal of 
grain weevils (Coleoptera : Curculionidae)"). 


Ms. Heloisa Mariath has submitted her Ph.D. thesis 
entitled: "Colour and other variables affecting survival of 
Ectropts excursaria". 


Ms. Aba Eduayah has submitted her M.Ag.Sc. thesis 
entitled: "Biological control of the potato tuber moth, 
Phthorimaea operculella (Zeller) (Lep : Gelechiidae)" and has 
returned to Ghana. 


On 23rd October, 1981 Peter Miles attended a seminar on 
Entomological Education in the 80's, held at Macquarie University 
under the aegis of the Entomological Society of New South Wales. 
He gave an invited paper on "Training for Pest Managers". 


Visitors 


Dr. Geoffrey Howard, Associate Professor of Zoology in the 
Biology Department, University of Zambia, is spending his 
sabbatical leave in Adelaide and will be working in the 
Department of Entomology until February 1982. Dr. Howard is 
carrying on his work on insect endoparasites, particularly 
the botflies of feral and domestic horses and donkeys in 
Australia. 
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On lst-2nd October, 1981 Dr. W.G. Ruesink, a mathematical 
ecologist at Illinois Natural Survey, Urbana, U.S.A., 
visited the Department by invitation. Dr. Ruesink, who is 
interested in pest management and has done some interesting 
work on deriving survival-rates from insect-frequency 
population data, had discussions with Derek Maelzer and 
Mrs. G.R. Bishop. Geoff Baker, C.S.1I.R.0., Portugal 
(Millipede project) will visit the Department in early 
December. 


Dennis Hopkins 


VICTORIA: 
Plant Research Institute 


Ross Field has just returned from University of California, 
Berkeley, where he was undertaking postgraduate studies for 
the past three years. His Ph.D. dissertation was entitled: 
"Evaluation of genetically-improved strains of Metasetulus 
oeetdentalis (Nesbitt) (Acarina : Phytoseiidae) for Integrated 
Control of spider mites of roses in greenhouses". 


NEWS FROM AFFILIATED SOCIETIES 


Entomology Section, Royal Zoological Society of New South Wales 


The August meeting was addressed by Clarry Chadwick who 
dealt with the various insects involved with common 
pittosporum plant, Pittosporum undulatum, a common native 
plant along the east coast. Where appropriate information on 
life histories etc., was included. 
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At the October meeting annual reports were considered and 
accepted as very satisfactory. The election of officers 
resulted in the same members being re-elected. A film 
"Castles of Clay", dealing with South African species of 
termites, their life history, relationship to other animals 
as predators, parasites, inquilines etc. was screened and 
considered to be excellent. 


We are still preoccupied with legislative proposals said 
to "protect" certain insects. These proposals would result 
in the setting up of an extensive bureaucracy costing tens of 
thousands of dollars per year indefinitely into the future, 
and capable of achieving nothing, being based on entirely 
false concepts. As it is well known that the vast majority 
of people interested in entomology are opposed to the proposals 
there is obviously a need for a body which will not only 
present the views of its own members but those of the 
overwhelming majority of interested parties. Our council 
has spared no effort to deal with the matter adequately. It 
considers that any council which takes no effective action 
to translate into active endeavour the expressed wishes of 
its members would be totally inadequate for the role to which 
its members elected it. 


C.E. Chadwick 


TREE PHOTO-ECLECTORS 


Dear Sir, 


I recently got the "News Bulletins" of Vol. 16, and 
noticed the letter by Mr. Downes, p. 17, asking about "tree 
photoeclectors", which is to my knowledge still without 
answer. 
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"Photo-Eklektoren" are mainly used by entomologists in 
the German speaking part of Central Europe and may be 
compared with the cylinder methods. They are designed to 
select ("elect", pick) the mobile forms of arthropods out 
of their substratum. Material investigated may be cut into 
pieces and put into a large dark usually cylindrical 5 to 
10 1 container through a removable bottom. A small 
transparent tube is sealed in a hole at the other end of the 
container, and a light source placed in front of it. 
Phototactic positive arthropods will consequently tend to 
migrate into the tube from which they will be collected. 


Relevant equipment and results are described by: 


Baskina, W., and Friedmann, G. (1928) "Statistical 
investigations ..."". Trav. Inst. Rech. Biol. Stat. 


Biol. Univ. Perm., 1 : 284-295. 


Patocka, J. (1958) "Anwendung der Photoeklektoren ...". 
Anz. Schddl. k., 31: 81-83. 


Baltensweiler, W. (1969) "Verteilung der Lepidopterenfauna 
-+-» Mitt. schw. ent. Ges., 42 : 221-229. 


Jean-Paul Aeschlimann 
Ed. Mr. Downes has now received several replies from 


entomologists on this topic and is grateful for their 
interest. 


REQUEST 


Dear Sir, 


For many years I have been interested in stick and leaf 
insects (Phasmida) and at present I have a number of species 
in culture. 
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I am trying to obtain and establish breeding colonies 
of as many species as possible and I am writing to ask you 
if you could put me in contact with anyone who might be able 
to provide me with ova of any Australian species. I would, 
of course be pleased to pay postage costs, etc., or send ova 
of any species which I have in return. 


Although I am primarily interested in live material I 
would also be keen to obtain preserved specimens of phasmids 
for study purposes. 


Howard J. Wills, 
Sunnyside, 

4 Furse Hill Road, 
Ilfracombe, 

DEVON, EX34 8HN 


ENGLAND 


Addresses Unknown 


Would any person knowing the current address of the 
following member please contact the Secretary: 


Mr. M.B. Debowski, 20 Pass Crescent, Winterfold, Western 
Australia, 6162. 


ADVERTISING IN THE NEWS BULLETIN 


Limited advertising space is now available in the News 
Bulletin. Each Advertisement must be approved by the 
Executive. 


Rates Full page (150 x 120 mm) $50 
Insert $35 
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HORTICULTURAL TRUST AWARDS ANNOUNCED 


Two horticultural researchers, one operating in the field 
of greenhouse climate control and another in vegetable crop 
production will be the recipients of awards for 1982 made by 
the Horticultural Congress Trust. 


They are Mr. K.V. Garzoli, Experimental Officer of the 
Division of Irrigation Research, Griffith, New South Wales 
and Mr. M.E. Titley, Lecturer in Horticulture at the Queensland 
Agricultural College at Gatton. 


The awards are for $1,500 each, to assist the recipients 
to attend the XXI International Horticultural Congress to be 
held in Hamburg in August next year. 


The Horticultural Congress Trust was set up in 1979 
utilising surplus funds from the successful XX International 
Congress held in Sydney in 1978. 


Mr. Keith Garzoli is a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering 
and Master of Engineering. In recent years, he has been 
specialising in low energy greenhouse research, an area in 
which he has made significant contributions. His attendance 
at the Congress will enable him to gather information related 
to energy research in horticulture, particularly greenhouse 
climate control which he currently estimates to cost the 
Australian nursery industry about $60,000 per hectare per year. 


Mr. Michael Titley, a Bachelor of Agricultural Science, 
was involved with commercial vegetable research and production 
prior to taking up his present teaching and research position 
in Queensland. He is currently involved in research dealing 
with crop scheduling of vegetables. This is an area where 
there have been significant advances overseas and which are 
likely to be of benefit to Australian growers. 
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In announcing the awards, the Chairman of the Trust, 
Mr. G.R. Gregory, said that he and his fellow Trustees were 
disappointed that income from invested funds was insufficient 
to permit the granting of more than two awards. There were 
many deserving applications in the total of 52 received, 
he said. 


Mr. Gregory foreshadowed an appeal to industry 
organisations and firms involved with horticulture, for 
additional funds to build up capital investments of the Trust. 
Only in this way would the Trust be able to significantly 
increase the number of awards to be offered in 1986 for 
assistance to attend the XXII International Horticultural 
Congress which is scheduled for Davis, California. 


SUSTAINING ASSOCIATES 


Australian Entomological Supplies 
Bayer Australia Ltd. 

CIBA-GEIGY Ltd. 

Cyanamid Australia Pty. Ltd. 

Dow Chemical (Aust.) Ltd. 

F. & B. Chemicals Pty. Ltd. 
I.C.1. Australia Ltd. 

Shell Chemical (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 


MATERIAL IN THIS BULLETIN MUST NOT BE REFERRED TO AND NOT 
REPRODUCED WITHOUT PERMISSION OF THE AUTHOR OF THE MATERIAL 


Articles, Notes, Letters to the Editor and other material for 
the News Bulletin should be sent to the News Bulletin Editor. 


Deadline for copy for next issue is 29th January, 1982 
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Entomology | 
Abstracts 


The most comprehensive guide available 
to the specialist literature 


Each month this service presents a survey of virtually 
all the work being done within the field of entomology 
as well as in related disciplines. The areas of 
physiology, anatomy, reproduction, development. 
biology, ecology, genetics and evolution are 
thoroughly covered. There are special sections 
devoted to systematics and faunistics, while the pure 
and applied aspects of medical, veterinary and 
agricultural entomology are given particular 
attention. All Insecta cited in the abstracts are 
classified to family. 


Free sample issue available on request 


9 Information Retrieval 


1 Abbey Street, Eynsham, Oxford OX8 1JJ, England 
1911 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA 22202, USA 


Wellcome 


The 
Vellcome Austraha Medal 


In the dual award of the Wellcome Australia Medal and $10,000, 
Wellcome Australia Limited seeks to promote innovation in 
Australia in the fields of human and animal health and the 
protection of harvested crops. 


The award, to recognise distinguished discovery and its 
demonstrated use in any of the above fields, shall be made on the 
recommendation of a panel consisting of one member nominated 
from each of The Australian Academy of Science, the Australian 
Academy of Technological Sciences and Wellcome Australia 
Limited. 


The work involved should have been carried out mainly in Australia, 
by a Scientist who is not a member of a commercial organization, 
preferably not over the age of 45 years. 


Nomination forms and further information are available from 
the address given below. 


The award will be made in mid 1982 and nominations, giving full 
details of the practical application of the work and background of 
the nominee, together with the names of two referees, should 
reach the address given below by 3lst December 1981 


The Managing Director, 
Wellcome Australia Limited, 
P.O. Box 12, 
Concord NSW 2137. 2928 


Diseases, Pests and Weeds in Tropical Crops 


Edited by Jurgen Kranz, Heinz Schmutterer, and Werner Koch 
682 pp. 489 illus. (251 in color) 1977. Reprint 1981. Cloth $58.00 


This book has been designed as a concise tool for agronomists, horticulturists, 
extension personnel and consultants concerned with crop protection in the 
tropics and subtropics. It is unique in its coverage of diseases, pests, and weeds 
affecting all major tropical crops in a single volume. A careful selection of 
diseases, pests, and weeds is described in detail, with brief references to related 
organisms. Special attention is given to the symptoms, biology, ecology, and 
control of the pathogenic agents. 


Journal of Phytopathology 

Phytopathologische Zeitschrift 

Edited by J. Colhoun, R. Heitefuss, H. Kern, and H. Richter 
Subscription: 1981. Vols. 100/101/102 (12 issues) $520.60 incl. postage 


Journal of Applied Entomology 
Zeitschrift fiir angewandte Entomologie 

Edited by W. Schwenke 

Subscription: 1981. Vols. 91/92 (10 issues) $448.80 incl. postage 


Send me 
1) Diseases, Pests, and Weeds in Tropical Name 
Crops. My check for $58 is enclosed. (Pre- 
payment from individuals required; price — Address 
includes postage and handling.) 
_] a sample copy of the Journal of Phyto- 
pathology City/Province/Postal Code 
_] a sample copy of the Journal of Applied 
Entomology Country 


Mail your request today to 

Paul Parey Scientific Publishers 

461 Park Avenue South 
PARE New York, NY 10016 

USA 


